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A NOTE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD  

OF FINE, PERFORMING AND PRACTICAL ARTS 

Kenneth Hess 

Welcome back!  

Our music education and performing arts 
teachers are ready for another amazing 
year with all our performing arts students. 
We are very excited about this year’s 
Newsletter because we are honoring 
teachers from our own lives. We hope you 
enjoy all the articles! 

In the past year I have been pleased to see 
thirty-one elementary school students and 
eighteen middle school students accepted 
into county, regional, and all-state honor 
ensembles.  In addition, our high school 
marching band won at state and national 
championships.   

The 2015-16 school year also saw yet 
another top-notch production of the 
Broadway show, Mary Poppins, by our 
high school music and drama 
departments.  

I wish to acknowledge our dedicated 
faculty for their hard work and guidance 
in preparing our students for all their 

musical and theatrical endeavors. It is 
truly a pleasure to count these 
consummate professionals as my 
colleagues.  

Also, we are joined this year by two staff 
members who will steer their respective 
ships while Mrs. Briceno and Mrs. Starr 
are on maternity leave. Ms. Linsay 
Setzer will serve as our middle school 
and high school strings director and Ms. 
Emma Peterson will teach elementary 
vocal music. Please welcome them!  

As always, I urge everyone to become a 
member of the Music Boosters to show 
your support for the performing arts, for 
your school community, and for your 
children. It is largely due to our parent 
support that the NAMM Foundation 
named New Providence a “Best 
Community for Music Education” for a 
fourth year in a row in 2016.  

Let’s continue to work together and 
make this another outstanding school 
year! 

This year brings exciting events 
sponsored by Music Boosters. Please 
remember to join to show your support 
for the Music Program at NPSD. 

Also remember the Music Boosters 
sponsored Faculty Recital is coming up on 
October 27 in the High School Auditorium.  
All ticket and refreshment sales go toward 
the Music Boosters Scholarship Fund.   

Remember, for each dollar you donate, 
you are giving to a wonderful organization 

Supporting Excellence in Music and Music Education      Visit our website www.npmusicboosters.org  

What’s UP with MuBoo? 

and reaping the benefits in return of a 
tax-deductible donation. 

Read on!  On the following pages, you 
will hear from the Performing Arts 
Faculty of the NPSD and learn why your 
membership in Music Boosters is 
important and necessary to support 
your child’s music education.   

If you haven’t already, click here to 
join today!  

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org
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Biennial Faculty Recital  

 
2016 
October 24—7:30 p.m. 
 AWR Instrumental Beginner 
 Night—AWR Gym 
 
October 25—7:30 p.m. 
 SB Instrumental Beginner  
 Night—SB Gym 
 
October 27—7:00 p.m. 
    Biennial Faculty Recital 
    NPSD Music Faculty 
 HS Auditorium 
    Tickets online or at the door 
 
November 7—7:00 p.m. 
    Music Boosters Meeting—
 Elizabeth Ertman to host  
 90 Crest Road, NP  
 
November  18 & 19—7:30 p.m. 
    The 39 Steps by Patrick Barlow 
         High School Drama Dept. 
 
November 30—7:30 p.m. 
    NPMS Autumn Concert 
 HS Auditorium 
 
December 6—7:30 p.m. 
    Allen W. Roberts Winter  
      Concert  
 HS Auditorium 
 
December 7—7:30 p.m. 
    Salt Brook Winter Concert 
 HS Auditorium 
 
December 14—7:30 p.m. 
    NPHS Holiday Concert 
 HS Auditorium 
 
2017 
January 17—7 p.m. 
 NPHS Vocal Recitals  
 Grades 11 and 12 
 HS Auditorium 
 
January 18—7 p.m. 
    NPHS Vocal Recitals 
 Grades 9 and 10 
 HS Auditorium 
 
January 23—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
  Ice Cream Social Planning 
     High School Music Wing 
     
February 7—7:30 p.m. 
     AWR/SB 4th Grade Beginner  
 Instrument Concert 
 AWR Gym 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 10—7:30 p.m. and 
March 11—2:00 p.m./7:30 p.m. 
     The Sound of Music 
      High School Drama Dept. 
 NPHS Auditorium 
 
March 13—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 
 
March 22—6:45 p.m. 
     Ice Cream Social  
   Grades 5-8 
     NPHS Auditorium/Cafeteria 
 
April 25—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 
 
May 11—7 p.m. 
     HS Film and Art Festival 
  High School Drama Dept. 
 NPHS Auditorium 

 
May 9-10—7 p.m. 
     High School Vocal Recitals 
 
 
May 16—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     AWR Vocal Concerts 
 
May 17—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     SB Vocal Concerts 
 
June 19—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     HS Music Wing 
 
Click here to check more dates 

Looking Ahead 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org


 

 

teacher and my resulting memories of her, 

and the vintage school building in which 

she taught, are incredibly fond. Here are 

just a few of those memories. 

THE DIRTY PLATE: This was a health and 

cleanliness lesson. First thing in the 

morning she had us visualize eating eggs 

and bacon from an imaginary plate; then, 

we left the plate on the corner of our 

desks. A few hours later she brought us 

back to the imaginary plate and had us eat 

a mid-morning snack, again leaving it to 

the side afterwards. After recess we filled 

the plate again with spaghetti and had an 

imaginary lunch. By the end of the day she 

had made her point about eating off dirty 

dishes (AND she transferred the concept 

to brushing teeth after meals.) As an 

educator, however, what I learned from 

that lesson plan was how effective it is to 

teach a concept over time, rather than all 

at once. I often think of Mrs. Yerger’s 

“plate” lesson when I re-visit and build 

upon skills and concepts with the students 

in my own classroom. 

SLOPPY CIRCLES: One 

day I had the task of 

circling answers on a 

multiple choice 

worksheet, which I 

considered rather boring. I hurried 

through the exercise and many of my 

circles did not “close.” Some of them 

even crossed over the A, B, C or D 

instead of encircling the perimeter of 

the letter. When silent reading time 

came around, she conferenced with 

me and made me re-circle all of the 

answers under her watchful eye. 

Rather than being annoyed at having 

to re-do my work I was actually quite 

impressed by her tenacity. From that 

experience I gained an appreciation for 

neatness and attention to detail. 

Afterwards I went on to win several 

school awards for penmanship! 

(Forgive me for bragging – I still get 

excited about it.) 

(cont’d on page 16) 

“HAPPY CHILDREN SING!” by Kenneth Hess, AW R Vocal Music In third grade I attended a very old two-

story brick schoolhouse which would be 

closed down the following year because 

necessary updates were “not financially 

viable.” The gym, located in the 

basement, had an asphalt floor. The 

library was tiny. The wooden floorboards 

in the hallways and classrooms creaked. 

My classroom even had a cloak room for 

our coats and boots, which was actually 

fascinating, but hopelessly old-fashioned. 

It was reminiscent of the shabby school 

building in the movie “A Christmas 

Story,” and I think of Rothsville 

Elementary School every time I see that 

movie. Since I had transferred from a 

more recently-built facility, completed 

sometime in the 1950s (the height of 

modernity in 1976,) I copped an attitude 

about the age and appearance of my 

“new” school. Furthermore, my 

classroom teacher was planning to retire 

at the end of the year and I had never 

had such a seasoned (OK, old) teacher 

before. My expectations for third grade 

were a bit low. I soon learned, however, 

that Mrs. Anna Yerger was a master 

 

Welcome 
back to a 
new school 
year!   

It is my pleasure to congratulate the 

Music Education and Performing Arts 

Department on the NAMM Foundation 

designation as “Best Community for 

Music Education” for the fourth year in 

a row.  This recognition represents 

the community’s passion and support 

for the arts, and the tireless efforts of 

our students and staff.  With the 

opening of another school year, we 

look forward to their continued 

success. 

This year’s High School Marching 

Band is made up of 156 members 

and is our largest band to date!  Their 

themed show is called Cityscape, a 

musical portrait of a day in the city.  

We look forward to their amazing 

performances this fall and wish them 

success in their upcoming 

competitions.  
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The department will once again 

present the Faculty Recital on 

Thursday, October 27
th
.  This 

concert will feature our performing 

arts staff and faculty members with 

performing arts experience.  Ticket 

proceeds will go to senior 

scholarships so please make every 

effort to attend. 

We are also looking forward to this 

year’s fall play--“The 39 Steps”--an 

Alfred Hitchcock mystery involving 

spies in the British Isles.  

Performances will be on Friday and 

Saturday, November 18
th
 and 19

th 
at 

7:30. 

Our much anticipated four winter 

concerts are once again scheduled 

at the end of November and during 

the month of December.  These 

concerts will highlight the various 

ensembles from each of our four 

schools. 

This spring, we are excited to 

present of “The Sound of Music”, a 

classic Rodgers and Hammerstein 

 Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times 

show loosely based on the lives of 

the Von Trapp Family singers on 

the brink of WWII.  Performances 

will be on Friday March 10
th 

at 7:30 

and Saturday, March 11
th
 at 2:00 

pm and 7:30. 

I would like to congratulate and 

thank all of our Music Education 

and Performing Arts staff for their 

contributions, which have benefited 

our students and district.  I also 

want to take this opportunity to 

thank our Board of Education, the 

Music Boosters, parents, and 

community for their ongoing support 

of our music programs.   

Please continue to visit our district 

website and access additional 

information and photo galleries from 

the Music Education and 

Performing Arts Department.  As we 

begin a new year, I look forward to 

all of the magical performances 

ahead, and wish everyone an 

exciting and fulfilling year. 

From the Desk of the Superintendent—David M. Micelli, Ed. D. 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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News from the Middle School & Elementary Band Halls 

I have had the pleasure of sitting in 

several teachers’ classrooms over the 

years where I have been deeply 

inspired. One teacher in particular was 

outside of school at my weekly private 

lesson. Mrs. Marion Norcross had an 

oboe studio in South Jersey, and every 

week my mother and I would travel 45 

minutes each way for my lesson.  

From the moment I walked in the door, I always felt the 

compassion Mrs. Norcross had for music and her students. 

We talked about anything and everything from music theory 

to what was going on in our personal lives. I will never 

forget the day when I showed up heartbroken over 

something that happened that morning. I couldn’t put it 

aside or hide my emotions. Mrs. Norcross realized instantly 

that something was wrong, and offered her support. After a 

few minutes, I felt ready to get to the lesson. We got swept 

away in the music, as we always did my heart started to 

heal as the melodies surrounded us. 

Mrs. Norcross motivated me to work hard. The few times 

when my schedule made it difficult to prepare for my 

lesson, she showed understanding and made the best of 

the situation. I didn’t want to disappoint her, but she made it 

clear that I never did. She was always proud of me and 

taught me to feel proud of myself. 

I made several musical accomplishments under her 

tutelage, including acceptance into Region Bands and 

Orchestras, All State Bands and Orchestras, and my high 

school Wind Ensemble. She was a true expert on the 

instrument and a master teacher. I learned so much from 

her! 

In addition to the musical knowledge, Mrs. Norcross taught 

me countless life lessons. I learned how to be dedicated 

while finding a healthy balance in organizing my schedule. 

She modeled a true love and passion for everything she 

did. I remember the day that I decided I wanted to be a 

musician and a teacher. I thought to myself, “I want to be 

just like Mrs. Norcross!” 

This past summer, I ran into Mrs. Norcross while I was 

performing at a concert with the Eastern Wind Symphony. 

She saw me while I was getting on the stage and 

exclaimed, “Look! An oboe!” I was so excited to see her, 

and we briefly caught up before the performance. We found 

each other at the reception after, and spoke for an hour. It 

had been 17 years since we had seen each other, but it 

was like we never missed a beat!  

The journey of learning a musical instru-

ment is never quick, and rarely easy. It 

takes determination, perseverance over 

what seems like never-ending obstacles, 

and an unyielding pursuit of excellence.  

That being said, being an educator/

performer has been the most rewarding 

experience of my life.  This was not something that I was 

born with. Over the course of my musical career, I have 

been extremely fortunate to have had extraordinary music 

educators shape me into the musician and educator I am 

today. Their ability to make music exciting and team-

oriented is something that I take with me into the class-

room each rehearsal.  

Two educators who solidified my love for music were my 

high school band directors, Durand Thomas and Vinnie 

Turturiello of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. I had 

the privilege of working with both of these teachers 

throughout my high school career.  

Both directors had different approaches to their methodol-

ogies, but they always had two underlying philosophies; 

excellence isn’t simply awarded to you - it is earned, and if 

you love what you do every day, you’ll never work a day in 

your life.  

I remember when I was in fifth grade at our district music 

festival watching one of the jazz bands in my hometown, 

the SPF Moonglowers, in awe. The technical precision and 

individual abilities of each and every student musician on 

stage permanently stuck with me.  

I knew from that moment on I wanted to be in that band, 

and would do whatever necessary for me to get in. I spent 

many days after school and weekends practicing instead of 

going out with friends, but I knew that my dedication now 

would pay in dividends down the road. I was fortunate 

enough to be a four-year member in that band, and a fea-

tured soloist for two of them. 

As my high school years went by, I got to know Mr. Turturi-

ello very well. Being in the Moonglowers for four years 

meant daily hour rehearsals before school, two evening 

rehearsals a week, and 15-20 evening competitions from 

the midpoint of the year on.  

(cont’d on next page)   

 

My Teachers—My Inspiration 
By Celeste Zazzali, AWR Bands 

Teachers Who Inspired Me 
By Steve Voelker, MS Bands 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Although I’ve had many influential teachers 

throughout my life we don’t have the room for that 

here, so I’ve narrowed the list to just two. 

First is my high school band director. I first met 

him in my sophomore year and disliked (ok, kind 

of hated him) all year long. As I went through my 

junior and senior year I realized the reason he 

was “such a jerk” was that he knew I was capable 

of more and could do much better than 

I had. I was a bit of a class clown in all 

my music classes because they were 

easy. Until he pushed me, and pushed 

me, harder and harder, I was content 

to be a pretty good trumpet player and 

a disruptive influence in band. Due to 

his example, and I must admit some 

nagging, I started practicing more and 

working harder and set me on track to 

be a much better player, (you can be the judge of 

that at the faculty recital) and convinced me to be 

a teacher. Believe it or not he is one of my best 

friends now and we both enjoy watching each 

other’s bands compete in the fall. He has moved 

to a few different schools and is now the Director 

of Bands at Somerville High School. Thank you 

Matt Krempasky. I would have a very different life if 

you weren’t “such a jerk” all those years ago.  

My second influential teacher is Mr. Niedziejko. His 

patient and methodical approach to his teaching is 

an absolute pleasure to watch and try to emulate. 

Additionally he is one of the most stubborn people 

I’ve ever met. That sounds like a bad thing but it’s 

actually great.  

He never accepts something as good 

enough. He always asks the students to 

perform better each time and has a way of 

giving feedback that makes the students 

thank him for his critique!  

He has an incredible memory for all the 

things that the students are involved in out-

side of music that is just so impressive. His 

kindness and caring for the students and 

their parents has nothing to do with music or band, 

but is probably the best lesson he can impart to his 

students.  

Thank you so much, Mr. N., for letting me work with 

you in New Providence. I look forward to working 

with you for many more.  

My Influential Teachers  
By Donald Baker, Salt Brook Bands 

(cont’d from previous page) But it was in these times where 

I observed Mr. T (as we referred to him, not to be confused 

with the TV celebrity) and how much he loved working with 

us. It wasn’t an easy job - he spent many of his nights with us 

instead of his family.   

I’m sure he made sacrifices we would never know about, but 

he absolutely loved coming in at 6:30 each and every day, 

many days with bagels in hand to feed us. It was this passion 

for his career that inspired me, and many other alums from 

that band, to become a music educator.     

Mr. T retired this past school year, having taught 37 years in 

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District.  

Yes, there are days where I’m sure students wonder why we 

do a certain exercise, or why we discuss the same techniques 

or strategies to improve on a particular skill. And in the be-

ginning of the year, rehearsing may not always be fun.  

 

But, and it bears repeating, excellence isn’t awarded to you, 

it’s earned. As musicians, every day we must hunt out those 

tiny, insignificant mistakes in our own pursuits of excellence.  

Each and every day I walk into my classroom, and I try to 

think about how I want my students to remember their expe-

riences in band. I want them to feel connected and part of a 

tight-knit team, just like I did working with Mr. T. I want 

them to feel at home here, that this is where they belong.  

I spoke to my students on day one welcoming them to one of, 

if not the largest organization offered in our district, and I 

truly believe that. From the day each student steps foot into 

third grade sampling day to the day you leave the halls of the 

high school, you are in one way or another part of our team, 

and that is the legacy I would like to carry on.  

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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My Inspirational Teachers 

by Michael Niedziejko, HS Bands 

I still remember a session at West 

Chester University that summer that he 

let us experience with him as vividly as 

if it happened yesterday.  He allowed us to step into 

his shoes as he relived conducting one of the most 

important performances of HIS life.   

He let us take the podium and conduct the 1980 

championship performance of the Reading 

Buccaneers Drum and Bugle Corps as we and he 

conducted to the recording of the championship 

performance.  It was at the end of a long day and the 

excitement in the room was palpable as Mr. Parks 

painted the scene for us. Over five hundred of us 

Drum Majors from all over the east coast began 

virtually conducting a World Class Senior Drum and 

Bugle Corps guided by the actual Drum Major of the 

group.   

That and many other experiences with Dr. Parks still 

reside with me to this day.  I continually utilized his 

starred thoughts for my own benefit and the benefit of 

my students and children.  These starred thoughts 

were nuggets of wisdom spun into catchy phrasing 

that he accumulated through his experiences.   

He touched the lives of so many.  I am just happy he 

touched mine.  To this day, his Drum Major Academy 

still exists and our own Drum Majors of the High 

School Marching Band attend as I did when I was in 

high school. 

 

It is oft an exercise for anyone let alone teachers 

to reflect on those that helped shape who they 

are not only as a teacher, if that is your 

profession, but as a person.  I have been 

fortunate enough to have many great teachers in 

my life and I have engaged in blatant thievery 

taking things from all of those individuals and 

using them to help me be the best educator I can 

be.   

One of those extremely influential teachers in my 

life was Dr. George N. Parks.  He was the 

Director of the Minuteman Marching Band at the 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst until his 

untimely death. 

I met Dr. - then Mr. Parks at the George Parks 

Drum Major Academy in the summer of 1987.  I 

was immediately engaged with his intensity and 

obvious passion for the marching activity.  

Attending his camp and later instructing at his 

camps changed my life.  The experience with him 

molded me into a more confident individual 

despite my low self-image.  I used that passion 

and confidence to help me overcome my poor 

self-opinion and always strive for excellence no 

matter what the situation was. 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Reflecting on My Teachers—by Craig Duke, MS and HS Drama 

I’m sure I’m not alone 

among my colleagues in 

being able to vividly re-

call more than a few  

teachers who have en-

couraged me to pursue my passion, in-

spired me to set my sights higher, and 

challenged me to become a lifelong learn-

er.  I wish I had both the time and the 

eloquence to introduce you to the many 

gifted educators with whom I’ve been so 

fortunate to study.   

Without trying to recount all, there are 

obviously a few that come immediately to 

mind. My high school Drama teacher, 

Mrs. Roseman, who stood an imposing six 

feet tall, with a voice that could silence the 

most unruly high school assemblies, but a 

smile and laugh that made you want to do 

nothing but your very best.  There was 

also Mr. Delange, my first coach, who as 

an Olympic volleyball player seemed al-

most like a celebrity, but was in fact the 

most patient, down to earth coach I ever 

had.  And when he passed out class 

awards at the end of the year and named 

me “most improved athlete” (we’re talking 

8th grade here!) I’m sure he never knew it 

was because of him I had the confidence 

to go out for football, basketball, track, 

and even help start a boy’s volleyball 

team.  And then there was my first college 

director Alex, who was like some amazing 

mixture of Jack Black and Jack Kerouac, 

only funnier and cooler.  I learned so 

much about performing and directing 

from him, but the most important thing 

he taught me was how to be myself, both 

onstage and off. 

But as I think back and reflect on these 

and many other gifted teachers who have 

given me so much, there is one in particu-

lar who has a very special place in my 

heart.  Mr. Tisdale, my 5th grade teacher 

at Loma Vista Elementary School.  He was 

a quiet, gentle man, with a big bushy mus-

tache I can still recall very clearly.  And he 

often wore a bow tie.  He was the first 

male teacher I had ever had, so that made 

him pretty unique for me as well.  

But what I remember most vividly is that 

he loved to read aloud to the class.  He 

had a very animated voice and expressive 

delivery, that made me and most all the 

other students sit on the edge of our seats 

and listen intently to whatever he read.  I 

was beginning to read much more myself, 

buying Scholastic books every month, 

getting scolded for reading at the dinner 

table or under the covers late at night.   

 

Later that year, I remember we had some 

kind of assessment exam that measured 

our reading skills.  The exam took place 

over 2 or 3 days and I remember feeling 

very anxious about it.  When the results 

came back, Mr. Tisdale called each of us 

to his desk to tell us how we did.  He 

spoke very quietly to each student, so as 

not to embarrass or upset anyone, as the 

rest of us worked at our desks and pre-

tended not to notice what was going on.  

When my turn came, he leaned over to 

speak to me very confidentially, and said, 

“Well Craig, you’ve done a pretty impres-

sive job on the exam.  It says here you’re 

reading at a 12th grade level, very nice 

work!” 

I remember feeling so proud and wanting 

to tell anyone who would listen how I 

could read as well as a senior in high 

school!  That summer I read Huck Finn, 

Tom Sawyer, Swiss Family Robinson, 

and Robinson Crusoe and became im-

mersed in literary adventures and far-

away lands.  Looking back now, I can see 

very clearly the path that began back in 

5th grade has led me to a life full of my 

own adventures, travels to distant lands, 

and a passion for sharing a good story 

with my own students.   

Thank you Mr. Tisdale.  

Spring Musical 2015-16:  
Mary Poppins 

Fall Play 2015-16: All in the Timing 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 

She was BEAUTIFUL! She was tall and slender and had long wavy brown hair. 

I saw some of my friends from Kindergarten staring at her too. They were as 

awestruck as I. Beth helped me find my cubby and put my lunchbox away and 

then I followed the instructions to sit on the carpet by the piano. The PIANO! 

There was a big upright piano the room. It was painted light blue, to match the 

walls. Soon she came and sat at the stool by the piano and began to play. I 

didn't know many of the songs she played, but I didn't care. I was going to love 

First Grade. 

We sang every day with Miss Forster. (That was her name, Miss Forster.) At the 

start of every day, we would sit on the carpet and sing songs. I remember 

singing "Sing" and "Ten Little Indians," (We thought we were so clever when we 

went backwards) and a whole bunch of others. I couldn't wait to get to school 

and sing. 

My other favorite part of each day was "Reading Circle". We would sit in the 

circle and, one by one, read aloud from a story. Miss Forster patiently corrected 

our pronunciation and helped us learn words didn’t know. (Cont’d on pg 16 ) 
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Music Speaks 
by 

Emma Peterson 
SB and AWR Early Childhood Music 

It is difficult to select just one or two teachers as a major 

influence.  Even in writing this article, I became conflicted in choosing just one 

person.  I still look back at so many of MY teachers with such admiration and 

respect, because so much of what I do now is product of what I learned from 

them. One person in particular that molded my views as a music educator is 

Dr. David Griggs-Janower. 

 

Dr. Janower was my choral director and conducting teacher during my 

undergraduate studies; however, I sang with his choirs for upwards of 9 

years.  He had a passion for music and excellent vowels.  Any Salt Brook 

student who has seen Edvard Munch’s The Scream poster in our choir room 

captioned “How is your ‘Ah’ Vowel” can thank Dr. Janower.  He used to wear 

a tie with that painting during our rehearsals and point to it every time our 

“Ah’s” were misaligned.   

 

There is so much I learned from him as a choral director and a teacher that it 

would be impossible to say it all. Dr. Janower preached the selfless 

musician.  Performing on your instrument, voice or otherwise, is a rewarding 

experience.  However, as a performer it is our responsibility to convey the 

composer's intent to the audience.  He was so well-read on each piece we 

sang that by the performance you became the narrative of that piece. While 

there was an expectation to be accurate and know the notes, the focus was 

on conveying the story to the audience.  This made every concert with his 

groups an adventure and a unique experience for everyone, audience or 

singer.   

 

What stands out above all was his work to establish a community that sings. 

He taught me that everyone has a voice to share.  One of my most cherished 

memories was in a holiday concert in one of his choirs.  He often 

programmed sing-a-long carols between song sets.  It was during Silent Night 

that he cut out the performing choir singers and 4-part harmony resonated 

from the audience.  It was not an audience full of choral singers, it was a 

community that embraced and loved singing.  I am so grateful that as 

educator I can be a part of the music in this community.  A community that 

sings can add such beauty to this world.   

To Those Who Inspired Me  
by Pamela Crockett 

Salt Brook Vocal Music 

"Don't be nervous but make sure you're on your best 

behavior. It's your teacher's first day of school as 

well." I still remember this conversation with my 

mother as she was putting my hair into pigtails before my first day of first 

grade. 

First Grade. I was so excited to be in a real grade. I was tired of the baby 

names like Nursery School and Kindergarten. I was in a GRADE and that 

was a big deal. I was hoping I'd get lots of books to carry around and 

complain about like my neighbors who were in Third Grade and Sixth 

Grade. My brother was in Twelfth Grade had books with Math in them. 

This was going to be a very big deal. 

I got off of the bus and held hands with my neighbor, Beth (the Third 

Grader) as she walked me to my class. Who would my teacher be? I 

hoped that she would be as nice as Mrs. Althouse, my Kindergarten 

teacher. As I walked into the room, I saw my teacher across the room. 

“Don’t Be Nervous” 
by Catherine Flynn, AWR and MS Vocal 

My name is Emma Peterson, and I have the honor of covering 
for Ms. Starr.  I consider myself incredibly lucky to have the 
chance to come back to the New Providence School District, 
this time on the other side of the desk.  I am a graduate of 
AWR and NPHS, and a proud student of Mr. Hess and Ms. 
Kirkland.  It was both wonderful and strange to walk through 
the hallways of my old school.  In a way, it seemed as though 
nothing had changed, even though everything was different.   
 Music has always been an 
irreplaceable part of my life.  It was 
my way of connecting with the 
world around me.  Not only were 
songs an important part of all of my 
favorite stories and films, and it 
allowed me to express my feelings.  I 
cannot count the number of times I 
would sit next to my father on the 
piano bench singing songs with him.   
 It was New Providence’s 
very own Mr. Hess who truly sparked my interest in music 
and helped me grow into the person I am today.  I was always 
a shy student, but I was always excited to start singing and 
playing music whenever we went into Mr. Hess’ room.  Today 
I can vividly remember some of the songs we sang, such as 
“Four White Horses” and the wonderful “Fifty Nifty,” as well 
as recall a few of the countless ways he made music engaging; 
Penny the tennis ball puppet reminded us to open our 
mouths, Mr. Hess smashing on the piano keys told us all that it 
was safe to make mistakes, and the way everyone was given a 
special task in every activity showed me that you can take 
part in music, no matter who you are.  His class helped me feel 
more confident, and I am sure I am not the only one he 
inspired.   
 I am absolutely blessed to have this opportunity to 
work with the teacher who inspired me so deeply, and I want 
to thank everyone for this chance.   

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 

passion for the music was second to 

none.  He would create mix tapes 

(remember those?!) for me of three to 

four artists performing the same song 

for comparison.  We would discuss 

singers and instrumentalists over 

lunch, and we even got to see the 

Modern Jazz Quartet perform one 

summer.  It motivated me to study 

jazz piano my last year in college.     

Much of my life has been spent 

teaching.  For all I have learned in 

conservatory, music lessons, 

productions, and performances, I 

have learned equally as much from 

my students, whether they have been 

adults, toddlers, adolescents, children 

with special needs, or college 

students.  In my current position, I am 

being taught every day by an 

extraordinary group of high schoolers.    

Being part of this community of young 

people has been a reminder of why I 

fell in love with music in the first 

place.  I am thrilled when they share 

their musical discoveries with me.  

Their talent and passion, their 

enthusiasm and dedication, their 

creativity and wacky humor bring me 

back each day with eagerness and 

anticipation.    

My teachable moment here is this:   

If you are passionate about 

something, take a moment to share it 

wish someone else – especially a 

young person. 

 You can never underestimate the 

power and impact of those moments.  

For me, those passionate people 

helped to positively shift the trajectory 

of my musical and personal life.   

There are unlikely teachers among us 

– you may be one.   

 

I can directly trace my life in music to 

the seed that was planted with that 

instrument.  Piano (and later voice) 

lessons ensued, thanks to my 

parents’ support.   

By the time I was in middle school, I 

was playing piano and sight reading 

pretty well, with the help of my piano 

teachers and through many hours of 

practice.  I was inspired at my church 

by a very fine pianist, Carolyn, who 

had been playing there since I was a 

baby.   

Every week, I would be amazed at 

her skill and musicality and aspired to 

play as well as she did.  Her example 

of excellence encouraged me to 

practice even harder. Eventually, I 

began playing and arranging songs 

for our church services.   

My high school bestie’s mother, Ruth, 

was also a church pianist and 

organist, but she didn’t read music.  

What she did for me, however, was 

absolutely life changing.  We would 

get together to play hymns at her 

church, and she would have me put 

the book away, forcing me to use my 

ear and my musical instincts to play 

through the songs.   

Holy cow – I found out I could really 

play by ear!  A whole new world had 

opened up to me, and I challenged 

myself constantly to learn new songs 

without the aid of a musical score.   

My summer job during college was 

with the Federal Department of 

Transportation.  Believe it or not, my 

deep love for jazz was born there 

through our clerk, Charlie.  Charlie 

was an older gentleman who had 

accumulated thousands of vinyl jazz 

recordings.   

I had always enjoyed listening to jazz, 

but Charlie knew more about it than 

anyone I had ever met, and his 

I’ve had many 

teachers in my life 

who were 

spectacular and helped me to 

achieve things that I would never 

have even considered attempting.  I 

would like to take this moment to 

honor them and say that I am 

eternally grateful for the influence 

they had on my development as a 

musician and as a person.   

That being said, I feel compelled to 

recognize some influential “teachers” 

who likely never set out to be such.  

None of these people are 

professional music educators, 

professors, conductors, or directors, 

but each of them has contributed 

profoundly to my musical 

development.   

My family had the biggest influence 

on my earliest musical education.  

My parents played music constantly 

in our home.  If there weren’t records 

being played, then the radio was 

surely turned on.  Every Saturday 

night was The Lawrence Welk Show, 

and we also watched a lot of variety 

shows that featured so many 

talented performers.   

My grandmother exposed me to Big 

Band music and contemporary 

greats such as Marvin Hamlisch, 

Henry Mancini, Burt Bacharach, and 

also John Williams.   My older 

brothers, who grew up in the sixties 

and early seventies, provided me 

with a solid education in classic rock.  

In addition to keeping the house filled 

with music, my parents bought me 

an Audion Polychord Selector chord 

organ when I was about 6 or 7 years 

old.  I played it constantly and taught 

myself to play the songs in the books 

that were provided with it.   

 

 

Unlikely Teachers 

By Susan Kirkland, NPHS Vocal Music 

 Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times 
Page 9 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 Pag  Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times 

Welcome back to school! 

And we start yet another incredible school year in New 

Providence.  This year’s theme is: Teachers Who Have 

Inspired Me, and boy, what a theme. I have had the 

good fortune of having great teachers in my musical 

journey.  

In my opinion, I think something should be said about 

teachers who go to great lengths to inspire a student. 

And sometimes it can be challenging for a student to 

fully appreciate a great teacher until years later. So let’s 

celebrate great teachers! 

In private studios, high school and college, I’ve had 

countless world class musicians help shape who I am 

today, but if I had to choose one to speak of today it 

would be my undergraduate Jazz bass teacher Andy 

Eulau.  

He was very important to me during my college years. 

He was tough, talented, compassionate, and he never 

quit on me.  

I say never quit on me because prior to Andy, I had 

another bass teacher who was Liza Minnelli’s bassist 

and a hot shot Broadway guy and in the middle of the 

semester he quit because he insisted that I travel to 

NYC for my bass lessons and did not want to be 

inconvenienced. How morally crushing to a student. 

However, his replacement was Andy Eulau and that’s 

when my life changed for the best. 

It is challenging to put into words how Andy went 

beyond the call of duty for me and how he help guide 

me to my professional career. Lessons at his home, 

detailed lesson plans, life lessons, always attended my 

recitals and so much more.  

He gave me the tools and confidence that I would, in 

turn, pass down to my students.  He also shares the 

same birthdate as my son, who is also a good 

musician.   

In closing, we should teach the younger generation and 

the generations to come the importance of expressing 

gratitude towards great teachers, for they are the 

planters of seeds of knowledge and wisdom.     

From the Orchestra Pit 

Let’s Celebrate  

Teachers! 
 

by Jose Rodriguez, SB 

and AWR Orchestra 

Hello!  

My name is Linsay Setzer and I will be the high 

school and middle school orchestra director for 

the fall 2016 semester. I will be covering for Mrs. 

Briceno while she is on maternity leave.  

I graduated from Montclair State University with 

my B.A. in Music Education and am bringing with 

me three full years of teaching experience. My 

main instrument is the cello, but I can also play 

violin, some viola, piano, guitar, and I sing as 

well.  

I’ve been playing cello for 17 years and have built 

a respectful reputation in the freelance 

community of North and Central NJ. My studies 

coupled with my freelancing has given me the 

opportunity to play in various musical genres 

and atmospheres including classical ensembles, 

symphonies, CD recordings, musicals, festivals, 

and even an audio/video example for a “general 

music” book series.  

I look forward to working with the incredible 

staff and students of New Providence. My goal is 

to continue the learning of technical skills and 

instrument mastery while offering my own take 

of pedagogical style and string instrument 

understanding. Ultimately, I’d like the transition 

into the spring semester with Mrs. Briceno to be 

as smooth as possible. 

Thank you so much for welcoming me into your 

school and community. I look forward to meeting 

you all at the fall concerts! 

Looking Forward to 

this School Year! 
by 

Linsay Setzer,  

MS and HS Orchestra 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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And the Award Goes to…our children  
For their hard work and accomplishments in the 2015-16 school year! 

NPHS Marching Band 
US Band Association NJ States Championship – 

1st place overall  
Best Awards for: Music, Visual, Guard, 

Percussion and Overall Effect 
 

US Band Association National Championship – 1st 
Place overall  

 
NAfME National Choir 

Kevin Dackow 
 

ACDA All-Eastern Choirs 
Shannon Charlton, Allyson Burkitt 

 
NJMEA All-State HS Mixed Choir 

Kevin Dackow, Kara Dobias 
 

NJMEA All-State HS Treble Chorus 
Juliana Ruta 

 
NJMEA All-State HS Honor Jazz Choir 

Mary Kate Buckman 
 

NJMEA All-State Intermediate Orchestra  
Dorian Ho, Sahana Narayan 

 
NJMEA/ACDA Junior High All-State Honor Choir 

Miranda Barbarisi, Manu Nahata 
NJMEA/ACDA Elementary All-State Honor Choir 

Cassandra Barbarisi, Mia Harris, Shonchori 
Mukherjee, Alanna Williams 

 
CJMEA Region 2 HS Choirs 

Ashima Agarwal, Maclaine Barre-Quick, Mary 
Kate Buckman, Julia Dabrowska, Joe Mathusek, 
James Nicholson, Natalie Pereira, Juliana Ruta 

 
CJMEA Region 2 Intermediate Chamber 

Orchestra  
 Dorian Ho, Sahana Narayan   

 
MUJC MUSIC FESTIVAL – MAY 2016 

34 students in AWR, SB, and MS 
 

FULL DEPARTMENT 
NAMM Foundation designation as a Best 

Community for Music Education 2016 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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New Providence Music Boosters 
Executive Board - 2016-17 

 
 

President Elizabeth Ertman 
Vice President  Malathi Narayan 
Treasurer  Richard Kaller 
Secretary   Julie DeMarco 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Volunteer Coordinator and   
Membership Coordinator Donna Zane 
Booster Book Please Volunteer!!! 
Ice Cream Social Malathi Narayan 
Web Master Donna Zane 

 
Board of Trustees 

 
Susan Peterson 
Jamie Peterson 

Mr. Kenneth Hess, 
Department Head 

Fine, Performing and Practical Arts 

Volunteer—We Want You! 

Ways to contribute to New Providence Music 

Boosters:   

Join!   
Either on the web: 

www.npmusicboosters.org 

 

Or by filling out the membership on page 15 

and mailing it to: 

 

 New Providence Music Boosters 

 P.O. Box 454 

 New Providence, NJ 07974 

 

Volunteers Wanted!!! 

 
There are lots of volunteer jobs available.  

Volunteer Coordinator, Donna Zane has set 

up our own Sign-up Genius for those who 

would like to volunteer. 

 

Go to our website to get involved!   

New Providence Department of 

Music Education and Performing Arts  

Mission Statement 

he mission of the New Providence Music 

Education and Performing Arts Department is to 

create and maintain a learning environment that 

provides the highest order of education in all 

aspects of the performing arts supported by the 

school district.  

 

We, as a department, firmly believe in the holistic 

development of each child and affirm that arts 

education is an integral part of each child’s 

education. Performing arts education provides a 

creative, yet structured, outlet for students to 

express themselves and encourages cultural and 

artistic awareness.  

 

Through performing arts education, students learn 

not only basic concepts and techniques of 

performance art forms, but participate in a 

lifelong enrichment activity promoting 

collaboration, problem solving, coordination of 

various levels of higher-level thinking and the 

pursuit and appreciation of beauty. 

 

It is the aim of the Department that EVERY 

student participating in the performing arts 

program will benefit in some way because:   

 

 Performing Arts are FUN and for EVERYONE  

 Performing Arts help to mold lifelong basic 

skills  

 Performing Arts encourage and build 

commitment and dedication  

 Performing Arts improve quality of  

 character  

 Performing Arts encourage and develop critical 

thinking skills  

 Cultural awareness and study is critical to our 

existence in an ever-changing global community  

 Beauty is critical to society 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org
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1990-2003 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Choral risers at AWR 

Orff Instruments 

Bass Bows 

Choral Music 

And many other purchases... 

 

2004 

Women's Choir supplemental uniforms 

Choir robes 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2005 

Colgate 13 Assembly 

Digital piano for high school 

New Rugs for Salt Brook and AWR music rooms 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Piano Humidifier for Salt Brook and AWR pianos 

Storage cabinet 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

 

2006 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2007 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting participation fees for Roxbury Choral 

Festival 

School Assemblies New Philharmonic of New Jersey 

Microphone stands and clips 

Purchase of scores for Middle School Concert Band 

and Orchestra 

Donated additional flags to High School Color Guard 

special performances 

Folders for Elementary Choirs 

Two digital piano transporter for elementary schools 

White board for middle school 

3 iPods for elementary schools 

Speaker system for elementary schools 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

 

2008 

Digital piano and case for High School Band 

Pedal replacement for equipment 

Seussical school assembly 

Shop vac for Drama Department 

Prop storage for Drama Department 

Chair and stand racks for Salt Brook and AWR 

Mallets and drum sticks for High School Band 

Supplemental educational texts for teachers' profes-

sional development 

Music software 

Adjustable piano bench 

Piano tuning 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Indoor Drum Line 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2009 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Indoor Drum Line 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Microphones and speakers for High School Choral 

Department 

Dresses for High School Women's Chorus 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2010 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Indoor Drum Line 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2011 

Indoor Drum Line 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

3 Tubas for High School/Middle School Band programs 

(in conjunction with Bandwagon and PTA) 

Humidifier for High School Orchestra Room 

Dancers for "Mango Tango" portion of Salt Brook and 

AWR Orchestra performance 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2012 

Underwriting Faculty Recital 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting transportation to Lincoln Center field trip 

WindSync student assembly 

Guitar and case 

Gig rack and amp for Indoor Drum Line 

High School Band Room and instrument storage 

improvements 

Software for Jazz Choir 

Bass bow 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Indoor Drum Line 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2013 

Commission of song to remember Mrs. Passaro 

$500 for Recreation Center purchase of lighting and 

other equipment 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Indoor Drum Line 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2014 

Cello Rack 

Area rug for AWR Pre-K through 3 music room 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

$500 Indoor Drum Line donation 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

School Assembly Project Trio 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2015 

Underwriting District Choral Day 

Auditorium Sound Equipment Rental 

School Assembly Dr. Ysaye Barnwell 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

 

2016 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

School Assembly Shakespeare Theater of New Jersey 

Thank you gifts for teachers 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Senior Awards and Scholarships 

Underwriting a portion of the Fall Play 

Underwriting a portion of the Spring Musical 

Indoor Drum Line 

Underwriting 3rd grade instrument sampling day 

Underwriting High School Spring Recital 

Underwriting the establishment of a chapter of the Tri-

M Music Honor Society for High School Music Students 

Baritone Mouthpiece 
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Music Boosters Sponsors Tri-M Honor Society 

Last school year, Music 

Boosters sponsored the 

founding of the Tri-M Honor 

Society.  This national 

organization was created by 

the National Association for 

Music Education (NAfME) and 

“focuses on creating future 

leaders in music education and 

music advocacy. Tri-M is the 

only national honor society for 

student musicians in grades 6-

12.” 

The Tri-M Society enhances 

the High School Music Club.  

It’s academic advisor is High 

School Orchestra Teacher Mrs. 

Kristen Briceno.  Thirty-two 

founding members of Tri-M 

were inducted at the close of 

the 2015-16 school year in a 

ceremony conducted by it’s 

founding officers. 

In sponsoring Tri-M on the 

high school level, Music 

Boosters  acknowledges and 

applauds the outstanding 

achievements NPSD music 

students make whether it be in 

the classroom or with their 

chosen instruments.   Their 

dedication to music as well as 

academics is worthy of such an 

honor. 

NAfME sets a rigorous 

standard for induction into Tri

-M in the areas of music 

achievement, academic 

excellence, leadership, service, 

and character.  Music Boosters 

believes that the students 

inducted as well as future 

inductees will meet and exceed 

the standards set by NAfME. 

Congratulations to all 

members of the NPSD chapter 

of the Tri-M Honor Society.   

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Music Booster Membership 2016-17 School Year 

Via CommunityPass  

 

Via PayPal  

 

Ways to Join: 

Of all the parent support groups in the NPSD, New Providence Music Boosters is 

unique.  We support NPSD music education at every grade level.   

Becoming a Music Booster supports your child's musical endeavors and helps the 

NPSD Music Department reach it’s yearly goals.  These goals directly benefit all 

music students in the District:  from Pre-K through 12th Grade! New Providence 

Music  Boosters is a 501(c)3 organization.  Every donation you make is tax 

deductible! 

As a thank you for joining each member receives a complimentary copy of our 

Annual Booster Book. 

(Click PayPal Icon to go to our website shopping cart) (Click CommunityPass Icon to Join)  

2016-17 Mail-In Membership Form 

Name: ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________ 

City: _____________________  Zip: ________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

Email: ________________________________ 

Child(ren)’s Names: _____________________ 

Circle relevant school(s): 

SB   Roberts   

MS   HS 

Membership Level: 

$25 Booster ____________________________ 

$35 Partner ____________________________ 

$50 Patron _____________________________ 

$100 Benefactor ________________________ 

$500 Visionary __________________________ 

_____ Contact me, I’d like to order a Booster 

Book Ad 

_____ I’d like to volunteer! Contact me! 

 Circle One:  Phone    Email 

Mail form and Check to:  New Providence Music Boosters, P.O. Box 454, New Providence, NJ 07974 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
https://register.communitypass.net/reg/login.cfm?cuBNCvTClZwtomy3Erh3n%2B7eoB5PXoxk9V2eh8RZkO%2BWj9UZiY3p8g%3D%3D
http://npmusicboosters.org/join/


 

 

“HAPPY CHILDREN SING!” cont’d from page 3 

ALWAYS TIME FOR MUSIC: Even though 

Mrs. Yerger was not the school’s music 

teacher, she always made time for music 

during the school day. She would sit at her 

piano and lead us in singing songs 

together. Because she knew I was taking 

piano lessons she made a point to have 

me play for class from time to time. In fact, 

I’m sure it was through her insistence that I 

played “Silent Night” at our school concert 

in December.  

EIGHT YEARS LATER: In June of 1977 

Mrs. Yerger retired and the Rothsville 

Elementary School shut down for good. I 

attended a more modern building the 

following fall and progressed through 

middle school and high school 

encountering many other fine teachers. 

During my junior year I attended a school 

awards ceremony where I received several 

commendations. At the conclusion of the 

ceremony an elegant lady with well-coiffed 

gray hair, a sensible coat and a benevolent 

smile strode over to congratulate me. I had 

not seen Mrs. Yerger in eight years, but 

the excitement at seeing her again 

trumped any other memory I had of that 

evening. It would take many more years for 

me to realize just how profoundly her 

school and life lessons would affect me as 

a citizen and as a future educator. 

POST-SCRIPT: After writing the bulk of 

this article I decided to do a little online 

research on Mrs. Yerger and was delighted 

to find several articles written about her in 

my hometown newspaper. Most were 

testimonials from former students, all of 

which verified and enhanced my own 

recollections. I laughed out loud when I 

saw that she had been quoted as saying, 

“Happy children sing!,” to her class while 

leading them through their musical 

activities; I’m sure I will begin saying that to 

my classes as yet another homage to Mrs. 

Yerger. Most exciting of all, I learned that 

she was still alive and 101 years old! I sent 

her a rough draft of this article and then 

exchanged several emails with her son, 

who coordinated a meeting over Labor Day 

weekend during which we went to lunch 

and she shared memories of her teaching 

career, from her first class in 1936 to her 

last class in 1977. At the end of the visit 

she grasped my hand and said, “God gives 

us memories so we can have roses in 

December.” Thank you to Mrs. Yerger and 

to all my former teachers for the roses! 

(“Don’t Be Nervous”, cont’d from Page 8)  

She also always made us read with EXPRESSION. She used that word so 

emphatically that we wouldn't dare read without it. She also read with 

EXPRESSION when she read aloud to us and we would be riveted during story 

time.  

Years later, my father passed away and I was planning the Memorial Service. 

The pastor gave me the name of the organist at the church so we could 

discuss the music. I'd moved away and hadn't been to services there for a few 

years, so the name was unfamiliar to me. I dialed the number and after a few 

minutes she asked "Are you the same Catherine Flynn that I had in first 

grade?" As soon as she said that, her voice resonated through my mind and I 

remembered the songs and the stories. She had since married and changed 

her name, but she was exactly the same as I remembered.  

 

It was a difficult day, but it was made easier with Mrs. Perla, as she is now 

called. She played beautifully and I sang...with expression.  

I don't remember exactly what I learned in First Grade. I do remember that I 

loved going to school and I loved singing and reading with expression. It comes 

as no surprise to me that the teacher who fostered a love of books and 

stories was also a musician. Did she know that I would grow up to be a singer? 

I don't know. Did she know that I was going to get the Drama Scholarship at 

graduation? Yeah, probably;-) What I can say is that no matter what the future 

held for her young students, we were off to a great start. 

Each Christmas Eve, at the Candlelight Service, after the sermon, but before 

we all stand in a circle and sing "Silent Night," Mrs. Perla reads a Christmas 

story. She sits in a rocker at the front of the church and all of the kids come and 

sit on the floor and listen. I still go with them. It's still pretty riveting. 

Mr. Hess (both versions!) and Mrs. Yerger—August 2016 
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